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Political transport priorities for the next 
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2024 will not only mark the end of the current European legislative 
mandate, but also the start of a new one, which promises to be 
crucial for the European Union’s transport policy. In view of this next 
mandate, it is the ambition of the Belgian Presidency of the Council 
of the EU to set the agenda for the next legislature in order to make 
European mobility greener, safer, fairer and more resilient. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Memorandum includes the Brussels Declaration issued by the Belgian Presidency 
following the Informal meeting of mobility ministers on 3 and 4 April 2024, as well as the 
recommendations published following the various events organised by the Belgian Presidency. 
 
 
 
 

18 June 2024, Luxembourg 



 

Brussels, 4 April 2024 

 

 

 

 

Informal meeting of Transport Ministers:  

The Belgian presidency outlines the future of European mobility in a 

Brussels Declaration! 

 

The transport sector alone is responsible for a quarter of the EU's greenhouse gas emissions. 

Europe's objective, confirmed in the Climate Law and the Paris Agreements, is to become 

the first climate-neutral continent by 2050. That's why it's vital to redirect our mobility 

towards the most sustainable modes of transport. This objective was at the heart of this 

informal meeting of European Transport Ministers organised by the Federal Minister of 

Mobility, who brought together his 26 European colleagues as part of the Belgian presidency 

of the Council of the European Union. At the end of the meeting devoted to active mobility, 

rail connections and the resilience of our transport infrastructures, the Belgian presidency 

presented a Brussels Declaration, setting out clear and ambitious guidelines for the next 

European legislature. 

 

The Federal Minister of Mobility: "A 90% reduction in transport emissions is needed by 2050. 

However, transport is the only sector of the economy whose emissions have continued to 

rise over the last 30 years, despite all the efforts made in recent decades to improve vehicle 

and fuel performance, right up to today's electrification. While technology can and must play 

a role in decarbonising mobility, it will not be enough on its own to enable us to achieve our 

climate objectives. The EU must encourage and support the greenest modes of travel, as 

they are the essential pillars for reducing transport's carbon footprint. For short journeys, we 

need to develop active mobility – cycling in particular – and for longer journeys or goods 

transport, we need to make the railway the backbone of mobility in Europe." 

The informal meeting of Transport Ministers on 3 and 4 April, bringing together all European 

transport ministers, which was preceded by a high-level meeting on rail on 2 April, resulted in 

the Brussels Declaration on the mobility of tomorrow.  

This Declaration calls on the European Union to take the following steps during the next 

legislature:  



Make rail transport the backbone of European mobility  

1. Make the modal shift towards rail transport a central objective of European mobility 

policy. Set binding targets for the modal share of rail along trans-European transport 

corridors, and report on the achievement of these targets. 

2. Propose an EU-wide master plan to increase the supply of rail services for freight and 

passengers. The Commission must ensure that future EU policies all contribute to 

increasing supply and to the modal shift towards rail transport.  

3. To ensure, through a new legislative proposal, that a passenger can easily compare, 

book and pay for their door-to-door train journey in a trans-European perspective, 

while being assured of the continuity of their journey, regardless of whether one or 

several rail companies are involved. 

4. Develop a dedicated strategy for night train passenger services, including reduced 

fares, to offer a viable alternative to short- and medium-haul flights in Europe. 

5. Make the development of rail freight a priority for the EU's internal market, with a 

trajectory of increasing transport volumes by 2030 and 2050, to double the volume of 

goods transported by rail. 

6. Prepare the necessary regulatory changes, and make every effort to adopt them, in 

order to improve the competitiveness of rail transport and ensure a level playing field 

with other modes of transport, particularly with regard to energy and fuel taxation and 

rules on State aid. 

7. Apply the 'polluter-pays' principle to mobility to ensure fair competition: the price of 

each mode of transport must reflect the external costs incurred, such as pollution, CO2 

emissions or congestion. 

8. Analyse the needs of intermodal terminals throughout the European Union and help 

Member States ensure these are adequately met. 

9. Increase the amount of European funding on offer for rail transport, using all available 

financing instruments.  

10. Protect the EU's rail industry ecosystem from unfair competition from third-country 

manufacturers, whether tax-related, social or environmental. 

 

Unlock the full potential of active mobility and cycling at European and national level 

11. Every citizen is a pedestrian. Cycling and pedestrian mobility must be treated as modes 

of transport in their own right by the EU. 

12. The signing of the European Declaration on Cycling by the Commission, the Council and 

the European Parliament is a decisive step in this direction, making cycling a policy in 

its own right at European level.  

13. We want to make sure that this declaration is translated into a real political strategy at 

EU level, supporting the policies developed at national level by the Member States. 

14. The EU and its Member States need to significantly increase their cycling infrastructure 

to enable citizens to get around safely and efficiently to their places of work and study 

or for leisure purposes. 



15. Funding for cycling infrastructure should be covered by existing EU funding 

programmes. 

16. The EU needs to develop and protect its industrial sector for the production, 

maintenance and repair of bicycles from unfair competition from third-country 

manufacturers. For instance, a 'Made in Europe' label should swiftly be developed. 

17. In order to improve sustainability, quality of life and road safety in urban areas, the EU 

will contribute to developing cycle logistics that can ensure the last mile and, as a 

result, help to create jobs that cannot be relocated. 

18. To support cycling policy in Europe, a specific unit within the Commission should be 

dedicated to this area.  

19. Member States should encourage the sharing of knowledge, best practices and data, 

and forward their national active mobility strategies and plans to the Commission. Data 

in this area must be collected annually in the same way across the EU. 

20. Citizens need to play an active role in the shift towards active mobility. To raise 

awareness and get them involved, let's dedicate the next legislature to a European Year 

of Cycling! 

 

With this Declaration, the Belgian presidency of the Council of the EU highlights the need for 

decisive action during the next EU legislature and invites the Commission to present concrete 

measures, including legislative proposals, to implement the recommendations made in this 

Declaration. 

 

 



High-Level EU Cycling Conference
Taking the European Declaration on Cycl ing to the next
level
29 -  30 January
Hasselt

CONTEXT

The Flemish Government ,  as part  of
the Belgian EU presidency ,  hosted a
Minister ia l  Conference on cycl ing .
Bui lding on the powerful  momentum
of the European Declaration of  Cycl ing ,
the conference brought together European Ministers of  Transport ,  pol icymakers and
experts to discuss the next steps to elevate cycling to a ful l-f ledged mode of
transport at European level .

TAKEAWAYS

At minister ia l  level ,  15  Member States ,  together with the European Commission and
European Par l iament ,  exchanged views on the implementation of the European
Declaration on Cycling  for  the f irst  t ime.  There was a high level of support among
the Member States  to unleash the ful l  potentia l  for  cycl ing at EU level .

The debate demonstrated that there is  great diversity in the EU in the development of
(national )  cyc l ing pol icy frameworks and that the EU cycl ing pol icy should encompass the
dif ferent regional  specif ic it ies  across the Member States ,  There is  no such thing as a one
size f i ts  a l l  solut ion.

Cycl ing proves to be a promising solution in facing the c l imate chal lenges .  I t  deserves
more attention and appreciation ,  as  every sustainable transport mode wi l l  be needed
in the mix .  This  appl ies not only for urban mobi l i ty ,  but in a rural  environment as wel l .

The fol lowing prior it ies of  the Declarat ion were considered to be addressed f irst  and
foremost :  knowledge sharing on cycl ing pol icy planning,  data(monitoring) ,  traff ic  safety
en education and awareness rais ing .  There is  a c lear demand to boost the EU financing
possibi l it ies  for  cycl ing and c luster and combine them better (e .g .  through a dedicated
fund) .

In the next term the EU Commission should set  out an action plan or road map  in
fol low up of  the Declarat ion.  A stocktaking exercise  in 2025 or 2026 was deemed useful
to monitor i ts  implementation.  The set  up of  a dedicated EU cycl ing expert  group or EU
focal  point network would have big potentia l .

NEXT STEPS

Flanders wi l l  continue to be a strategic partner for the Commission,  Member States and
other stakeholders to keep cycl ing high on the EU agenda and foster the momentum
towards an effect ive implementation of  the Declarat ion in the next term.  Belgium wi l l
continue to l ia ise with incoming EU presidencies in order to spur the Commission to
make cycling an integral part of future EU transport policy .

www.vlaanderen.be/mobi l i te it -en-openbare-werken/f landers-together- in-motion/high-
level -eu-cycl ing-conference-taking-the-european-declarat ion-on-cycl ing-to-the-next- level

https://www.vlaanderen.be/mobiliteit-en-openbare-werken/flanders-together-in-motion/high-level-eu-cycling-conference-taking-the-european-declaration-on-cycling-to-the-next-level
https://www.vlaanderen.be/mobiliteit-en-openbare-werken/flanders-together-in-motion/high-level-eu-cycling-conference-taking-the-european-declaration-on-cycling-to-the-next-level


 

High Level Conference on Road Control  

23 February 2024 

Policy recommendations of the Belgian Presidency for the next 

legislature to improve safety, work conditions and fair competition in 

road transport 

 

 

The Belgian Presidency of the European Union organized on the 23rd of February a high-level meeting 

on Road haulage Control 4 years after the adoption of the Mobility Package. Presentations and 

discussions took place on new tools for better road enforcement, the remaining challenges regarding 

social protection and fair competition and vision towards the future for the next European legislature. 

Around 115 participants attended the event, representing a large amount of Member States, the social 

partners and the relevant international organizations and institutions in charge of Road Control.  

The Belgian Presidency, represented by Deputy Prime Minister Georges Gilkinet, with the support of 

Deputy Prime Minister Pierre-Yves Dermagne, in conclusion of the event, recommends the following 

points of action for the next few years to its fellow Member States and the EU Institutions: 

 

 

Improving the working conditions of the truck drivers 

1. Truck drivers play a pivotal role in EU logistics and in the Green Transition, which must be 

reflected in high standards for working conditions and wages. We call for a fair road transport 

sector, with good social and working conditions. 

2. The race to the bottom of the last 2 decades in terms of poor working conditions and low wages 

to boost financial gains for some economic players in the sector led to a systematic driver 

shortage all across Europe, and prevents the attraction of young drivers to the profession, 

including women. We call for actions to make the profession of truck drivers more attractive, 

especially for women.  

3. The judgments of the Court of Justice of the European Union “Koelzsch” (case C-29/10) and 

“Voogsgeerd” (case C 384/10) need to be uniformly applied. Those judgments clarified that 

the country in which or from which the worker fulfills the essential part of his obligations 

towards his employer – taking into account all the elements which characterize the activity of 

the worker – should be regarded as the country in which or from which the worker habitually 

carries out his work. 

 

 

 

 



Implementing the Mobility Package at EU and National level 

4. The new rules of the Mobility Package are not fully applied, and are sometimes interpreted 

differently amongst the different Member States. We call for action to ensure the full 

application of the social and environmental legislation on Road Transport. 

5. A uniform interpretation of the Posted Workers Directive (PWD) should be made more binding, 

notably on the definition of minimum wages. 

6. New tools like remote detection of infringements (DSRC) should be used to the full extent of 

their potential, allowing better targeted and more efficient controls. 

7. We must ensure that the European Register of Road Transport Undertakings (ERRU) is updated 

with the findings and condemnations collected by all countries and accessible to all relevant 

inspectorates all over the EU. 

Strengthening European Institutions in charge of road enforcement 

8. Member States should invest in their enforcement capacities, mainly through appropriate 

levels of adequately skilled and trained staff. 

9. Cooperation and concertation between Member States should be encouraged in order to 

harmonize and optimize control methods and application of the rules as much as possible.  

10. The overall work of the European Labour Authority (ELA) is effective, relevant, useful and 

coherent. More powers should be given to ELA, providing specific EU funding for horizontal 

issues, and strengthening the role of National Liaison Officers (NLOs). 

11. In order to share good practices, further update the enforcement tools and methods and fight 

social dumping, the EU should establish a specific Agency in charge of road enforcement as 

already exists for each other mode of transport.   

This could be done by providing ELA with a stronger mandate and fundings, or by creating a 

brand new institution dedicated to road haulage enforcement. 

12. The first role of this institution should be to develop a multiannual action plan against fraud, 

unfair competition and social dumping. This institution should also assess annually the state of 

implementation of the Mobility Package rules in each Member State. 

 

Strengthening the legislation to improve social and environmental conditions in the road 

transport sector 

 

13. Light freight vehicles have been partially included in the scope of Regulations only since the 

entry into force of the Mobility Package. Before that, only the largest vehicles used in 

international transport had been covered. The rise of e-commerce and urban deliveries are 

raising new questions and challenges for road safety, social standards and fair competition. The 

Commission should reflect on including all light freight vehicles in the scope of road transport 

regulations, such as access to the profession, driving and resting times. 

14. Drivers need to return home at regular intervals. The current rules are hard to enforce, and do 

not guarantee drivers get to enjoy a proper family life in their rest periods. The Commission 

should revise the rules in order to propose a minimum mandatory return that is more easily 

enforceable. 

 



15. The specific case of third country drivers needs to be addressed. While those drivers can be 

part of a short term answer for driver shortage problems on the short term, they need to 

receive the same level of social rights, health protection and wages. The Commission should in 

particular assess the situation of third country drivers and verify the compliance of all transport 

companies and Member States with the provisions of Regulation 1072/2009 (notably on driver 

attestations). ELA's mandate should be broadened to take into account third country drivers, 

reflecting a desire for inclusiveness. If necessary, the EU should take appropriate legislative 

measures to fix the problem. 

 



CONTEXT

On Internat ional  Women's Day (8 March) ,  the high-level  Brussels  Conference on the
Wellbeing of  Seafarers was held in Belgium to br ing this  topic to the top of the
internat ional  marit ime agenda.

CONCLUSIONS AND FINAL REMARKS

The main takeaways of  the Conference were:

Listen to seafarers ,  especial ly  the youth and underrepresented groups and invite
everyone to the table to look for solut ions to improve the wel lbeing of  seafarers .

1.

Use new technologies,  shift  to greening,  automation and digita l izat ion as an
opportunity to attract  new people to the marit ime sector ,  in part icular  young
people.  Keep young people informed about the marit ime sector via their
communicat ion channels ,  namely socia l  media.

2.

Bui ld a career for marit ime col leagues instead of just  a job for seafarers .  Work on
career paths that better match family s ituat ions at  each point in a seafarer 's  career.
Work on a career that seafarers can be proud of and inform about career
opportunit ies after  work at  sea.

3.

Ensure continuous training,  re-ski l l ing and upski l l ing to match the chal lenges of
new technologies.

4.

Highl ight the importance of giv ing seafarers the r ight training and enough t ime so
they can safely perform their  duties and avoid "techno-stress" .

5.

Show role models and more representat ion within the marit ime sector .  More
inclusivity (women and other underrepresented groups)  is  a lso good for business as
diverse teams perform better .

6.

Create a safe place for people on board,  just  l ike on shore,  and prevent
discr iminat ion,  v iolence and harassment.

7.

Highl ight the importance of internet on board,  for  connectiv ity with family and
fr iends,  but a lso for onboard training.

8.

Exchange best pract ices that a lready exist  around the world and give them more
vis ibi l i ty .

9.

Designate seafarers as key workers.10.

Brussels Conference on the Wellbeing
of Seafarers
8 March,  Brussels



SUMMARY

Under the Belgian presidency of the Counci l  of  the European Union,  a  European
dialogue was organised at  Egmont Palace on the chal lenges posed when recreat ional
craft  become end of l i fe .  The event was organized by the FPS Mobi l i ty and Transport ,
the European Commission represented by DG MARE and the European Boating Industry
(EBI) .

Part ic ipants to the event included Belgian stakeholders ,  as wel l  as representat ives
from Ita ly ,  Greece,  Finland,  France,  Sweden and the Netherlands.
Pol icymakers,  composite sector representat ives and federat ions of  the recreat ional
boating industry were present,  as wel l  as waste management companies,  waterway
authorit ies and wind industry representat ives.

The program included opening speeches by Minister  Gi lk inet ,  the Director for  Marit ime
Pol icy and Blue Economy of DG MARE, Del i lah Al-Khudhairy and president of  EBI ,
Robert  Marx.  Afterwards the Belgian legal  study and roadmap were presented as wel l
as EBI ’s  roadmap on the implementat ion of the c ircular  economy for end-of- l i fe
recreat ional  boats.  Interest ing discussions were held in the dedicated break-out
sessions and a panel  discussion with var ious stakeholders concluded the day.
Throughout the day,  i t  became clear that there is  st i l l  a  lot  of  work to be done to
achieve a c ircular  economy for pleasure boats ,  not only on nat ional ,  but a lso on
European level .

Message to European Commission:

The Belgian event demonstrated the large support  and interest  to design and
implement solut ions towards a c ircular  economy for pleasure crafts .  

A c lear momentum could be witnessed with al l  stakeholders involved to move forward
and to keep the topic high on the agenda for the years to come.

Various init iat ives have been taken by different stakeholders ,  including Member State
administrat ions,  European Commission and industry (boating sector and wind energy
sector) .

More work is  needed to ensure an appropriate regulatory framework on pleasure crafts
and al ign waste management processes,  recycl ing solut ions and monitor ing legis lat ion
so as to steer the management of  end-of- l i fe pleasure crafts  towards a c ircular
economy.

Considering market structure and free EU circulat ion of pleasure crafts ,  cooperat ion
and coordinat ion between the EU Member States and EU inst itut ions are needed to
avoid regulatory shopping and free r iding.

Achieving s ignif icant progress wi l l  require the topic of  c ircular  economy for pleasure
crafts  to remain tabled on both the individual  Member States ’  and EU agendas for the
coming years ,  including c lose col laborat ion with the boating industry.

EU Dialogue on End-Of-Life Pleasure Crafts,  18th
of March 2024:  Way Forward

18 March,  Brussels



CONTEXT

As part  of  the Belgian Presidency and the
Connecting Europe Days ,  the F lemish
Government organized a networking cocktai l
on 2 Apri l  2024 .  This  event featured a panel
debate on clean power for transport ,
focusing on the greening of  freight transport
for road,  attract ing part ic ipants from the publ ic  and private sector ,  fo l lowed by a
network cocktai l ,  faci l i tat ing informal  engagements among stakeholders .

TAKEAWAYS

The freight sector offers s ignif icant potentia l  for  transit ioning both f leets and
infrastructure to c lean power .  To reach the object ives as set  out in the Green Deal  (CO2
targets for heavy-duty vehic les and the Alternative Fuels  Infrastructure Regulat ion)
collaboration and an integrated approach across the entire value chain  and
involvement of  logist ics  actors are crucia l ,  especia l ly  for the energy needs of  urban
logist ics  nodes .  Horizontal  and harmonised pol ic ies on energy eff iciency and taxation
are necessary with c lear European legis lat ion guiding industry .  National  pol ic ies such as
tax incentives and zero-emission zones remain indispensable as wel l .  Data sharing and a
pan-European booking system for charging could enhance private infrastructure
deployment .  These measures would contr ibute to creating a genuine level  p laying f ie ld
for zero-emission transport throughout the EU.

Creating a viable business case  for  pr ivate players and derisking investments  is
cr it ical ,  where both the European Commission and the European Investment Bank (E IB)
have a role to play .  Both infrastructure investments and the renewal  of  zero-emission
truck f leets require substantia l  f inancing.  Whi le  the Connecting Europe Faci l i ty  plays a
key role in cof inancing the infrastructure ,  the instrument by itse l f  is  insuff ic ient to
tackle the sheer volume needed for the transit ion to decarbonised transport .  Financing
instruments are needed for zero-emission f leets ,  as  wel l  as addit ional  funds above
what is  now al located for infrastructure .  These must be accessible to both publ ic  and
private players ,  inc luding blended f inancing,  col laboration with local  banks and
engagement from other investors .

NEXT STEPS

Public-Private al l iances :  The Commission and national  authorit ies should continue
engaging in publ ic-pr ivate a l l iances ,  such as the Sustainable Transport Forum. The heavy-
duty vehic les sub-group remains key to exchange ideas with logist ic  frontrunners .

Derisk investments :  The Commission and the E IB should introduce c lear pol ic ies and
al ign sectors (energy ,  digita l ,  . . . )  to derisk investments .  They should complement exist ing
f inancia l  frameworks with new instruments accessible to publ ic  and private players ,
increasing the attract iveness of  transport assets .

Integrated approach :  A l l  stakeholders should work towards an integrated approach to
address the (energy)  needs of  the logist ic  chain and ensure coherent pol ic ies .

www.vlaanderen.be/en/mobi l i ty/f landers-together- in-motion/networking-cocktai l -
impulse-to-c lean-power-for-transport

Networking Cocktail :  Impulse to Clean
Power for Transport
2 Apri l
Brussels

http://www.vlaanderen.be/en/mobility/flanders-together-in-motion/networking-cocktail-impulse-to-clean-power-for-transport
http://www.vlaanderen.be/en/mobility/flanders-together-in-motion/networking-cocktail-impulse-to-clean-power-for-transport


Aviation Conference: Europe’s Flight Plan to a Sustainable 

Future 

09 April 2024 

Policy recommendations of the Belgian Presidency for the next 
legislature to promote sustainable air transport  

 

In the coming years, the aviation sector will be facing major challenges to become sustainable from an 

environmental, social, and economic point of view. The entire aviation industry must be able to carry 
out its operations without compromising the well-being of current and future generations. This entails 
significant changes for both the industry and regulators. 

Several actions have already been taken at the European level to move forward. An example is the 
ReFuelEU Aviation Regulation, which provides a harmonised framework for the uptake and supply of 
sustainable aviation fuels or the recent agreement on the revision of the Single European sky (SES2+). 
With the new EU legislative term in sight, it is imperative to consider the actions already in place and 
their follow-up while also thinking of new actions that need to be taken. 

Following the Aviation Conference held in Brussels on the 9th of April 2024, the Belgian Presidency, 
represented by the Belgian Deputy Prime Minister Georges Gilkinet, calls on the European Union to 
take the following steps during the next legislature:  

Make aviation environmentally friendly 

1. Integrate air traffic management (ATM) measures, as a short-term means to decarbonization, 
as part of a broader strategy for decarbonization within the European Union (EU) and more 
particularly in the perspective of the revision of the ATM Master Plan. 

2. Promote the introduction of climate criteria in the modulation of charges for aviation services, 
such as air navigation charges and airport fees. 

3. Prioritize measures that directly contribute to reducing both CO2 and non-CO2 emissions, such 
as optimizing flight routes, enhancing air traffic flow management, and promote more 
environmentally efficient operational procedures such as green approaches and CDO/CCO.  

4. Explicitly recognize non-CO2 effects of aviation at the EU level and their importance in the 
context of environmental impact assessments. 

5. Support the development of comprehensive monitoring mechanisms to accurately measure 
and assess the non-CO2 effects of aviation activities, including research initiatives and data 
collection efforts. 

6. Reflect and research within the new Single European Sky (SES2+) framework on how to further 
defragment airspace and integrate environmental criteria without compromising safety. 

 

 



Promote high social standards  

7. Guarantee and promote high social standards among aircrew and for all workers of the 
aviation sector. 

8. Legally define the operational base and make their existence known by the relevant authorities 
to strengthen their capacity to enforce of social rights. 

9. Call on the European Labour Authority to reinforce its action in order to support national 
Labour Authorities and Social System Authorities in enforcing social rules as well as raising 
awareness among employees and employers in the aviation sector about their rights and their 
duties. 

10. Harmonize rules related to topics such as the posting of workers, self-employment and pay-
to-fly practices. 

11. Give Civil Aviation Authorities the role of providing their expertise of the aviation sector to 
relevant stakeholders (Labour and Social System Authorities, European Labour Authority, 
social partners…) and of actively collaborating with Labour and Social System Authorities (for 
instance, access to airports for Labour law inspections purposes,…) in order to better enforce 
social rights.  

Ensure an economic level-playing field 

12. Enhance the effectiveness and strengthen the external aviation policy through agreements 
between the EU and third countries to ensure a sustainable level playing field. 

13. Promote upward regulatory convergence with third countries concerning economic conditions 
governing the sector as well as social, environmental, human rights, security and safety 
standards . 

14. Uphold the economic sovereignty of EU aviation companies to ensure the correct connectivity 
level with the rest of the world.  

Other concrete policy recommendations  

15. Make the modal shift towards rail transport a central objective of European mobility policy to 
offer a viable alternative to short- and medium-haul flights in Europe. 

16. Revise the Regulation (EU) 1008/2008, with a particular focus on environmental issues and 
more particularly its article 20, but  on social standards as well. 

17. Explore how true cost pricing mechanisms can be implemented to accurately reflect the 
environmental and societal impacts of aviation. 

18. Study the possibilities to regulate private jets activity at the European level, with the aim of 
reducing its environmental impact and putting forward social responsibilities. 

19. Initiate a holistic revision of Regulation 95/93 to introduce provisions that allow for more agile 
responses to unforeseen events, such as public health emergencies or natural disasters, 
without compromising safety or environmental standards, in order to avoid empty flights. 



20. Conclude the revision of the Energy Taxation Directive  with the aim of no longer exempting 
fuels used for intra-EU air transport from taxation,  and therefore apply the Polluter-Pays 
principle. 



Senior Policy Meeting on Sustainable
Freight Transport
How to make freight transport Fit  for 55 and beyond
23 -  24 Apri l
Antwerp

CONTEXT

The Flemish Government ,  as part  of
the Belgian EU presidency ,  organised
a Senior Pol icy Meeting ,  gathering
high- level  off ic ia ls  with a hol ist ic
view on freight transport from 15
Member States .  Through this  init iat ive ,
specif ic  emphasis  is  drawn to freight
transport as an important piece of
the puzzle in decarbonizing the transport sector .  The conclusions of  this  meeting
underscore the decarbonization commitments ,  in pursuit  of  the object ives at  an EU level .
The outcomes serve as a source of  inspirat ion for the new European Commission.

TAKEAWAYS

The Senior Pol icy Meeting identi f ied ways forward l inked to the fol lowing thematic areas :
Policy coordination and harmonization :  Enhance partnerships and coordination
mechanisms among various pol icy domains and stakeholders at  European and Member
State levels  to streamline and al ign pol ic ies and foster synergies across sectors and
supply/value chains .
Regulatory framework and standards :  The exist ing EU legis lat ive framework
provides a sol id basis  but requires monitoring and f lexibi l i ty .  Where needed,  certain
elements should be amended,  replaced or dropped in order to continue creating a
favourable environment for decarbonization.
Infrastructure and capacity :  Keep invest ing in resi l ient infrastructure and low
carbon mult imodal  transport ,  to enhance geopol it ical  capacity and c l imate resi l ience .
Financial support and investment :  Establ ish c lear funding mechanisms and
incentives to boost investment in sustainable freight init iat ives and leverage publ ic-
pr ivate partnerships .
Innovation and technology adoption :  Support innovation projects and technology
transfer  to accelerate the implementation of  sustainable transport solut ions and
digita l izat ion.
Social acceptance and ski l ls  development :  Promote sustainable practices and
integrate sustainabi l i ty education into formal  and informal  learning programs to
foster environmental  consciousness among stakeholders .

NEXT STEPS

The next European Commission should prioritize  these thematic areas  to pave the way
for a low-carbon freight transport sector  and to foster economic growth,  whi le
enabl ing continued investments in necessary infrastructure and increasing transport
resi l ience .  This  should be done in paral le l  with c l imate change mit igation.

www.vlaanderen.be/mobi l i te it -en-openbare-werken/f landers-together- in-motion/senior-
pol icy-meeting-on-sustainable-freight-transport-how-to-make-freight-transport- f i t - for-55-
and-beyond

https://www.vlaanderen.be/mobiliteit-en-openbare-werken/flanders-together-in-motion/senior-policy-meeting-on-sustainable-freight-transport-how-to-make-freight-transport-fit-for-55-and-beyond
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Smart Shipping Conference
Towards a s ingle market for Smart Shipping
15  -  16  May
Antwerp

CONTEXT

As stated in the European Green 
Deal  and the Sustainable and Smart 
Mobi l i ty Strategy ,  Inland Waterway
Transport  is  an important player in
real iz ing the pol icy object ives
towards a zero-emission society by
2050 ,  through shift ing a substantia l
part  of  fre ight transport to inland
waterways .

However ,  the in land shipping sector faces chal lenges such as the diminishing use of
smal ler  vessels  and waterways ,  the aging workforce ,  the demand for qual i f ied personnel ,
and the need to green the f leet .

TAKEAWAYS

Digita l isat ion and automation of  In land Waterway Transport plays an important part  in
del iver ing solutions and achieving European Green Deal  goals  and object ives .

Smart shipping wi l l  create new, attractive jobs and career opportunities  in both the
shipping sector and logist ics  in general .  I t  wi l l  a lso open up options for using smaller
class waterways  and faci l itating last mile connections ,  creating new business cases
and consol idating in land shipping within the logist ical  chain .

Automation and sustainabi l i ty go hand in hand.  Smart shipping can contr ibute to the
development of  newer ,  greener vessels  and more cost-effect ive journeys through software
assistance .

NEXT STEPS

The European Commission should develop a harmonised framework  for  the pi lots ,  test
areas ,  safety procedures ,  … based on exist ing best practices fol lowing a single window
principle ,  in  order to be able to set  up cross-border pi lots in the European Union and
strengthen the viabi l i ty of  projects .  This  framework should be f lexible and should
safeguard safety on in land waterways without hampering innovation in smart shipping.
Last ly ,  the Commission should organise a forum to share best practices in order to learn
from each other ,  and create a funding faci l i ty  for the rol l -out of  innovative digita l  In land
Waterway Transport and mult imodal  init iat ives on an EU-scale .

The conclusion is  that the envis ioned legislative framework  should be designed to be
comprehensive, f lexible and adaptable ,  a lways ensuring safety on in land waterways
whi le  s imultaneously nurturing innovation.

www.vlaanderen.be/en/mobi l i ty/f landers-together- in-motion/smart-shipping-conference-
towards-a-s ingle-market-for-smart-shipping
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High-Level Dialogue on Connected and
Automated Driving
18  -  19  June
Ghent

CONTEXT

The Declaration of  Amsterdam (2016)  la id
down principles for European cooperation
in the development of  connected and
automated driving and establ ished
cooperation between Member States in
the form of high- level  meetings .

S ince then s ignif icant work has been carr ied out ,  but various chal lenges l inked to the
development and deployment of  connected and automated vehic les remain .  In order to
ensure a smooth,  safe and sustainable integration in passenger and freight transport ,
legal  c lar ity for the sector and a harmonised legal  framework are essentia l .  Therefore ,  as
part  of  the Belgian EU presidency ,  the F lemish Government is  organis ing the next edit ion
of the High-Level  Dia logue at the level  of  Heads of  Administrat ion to focus on the
further al ignment of the policy and regulatory framework for the introduction of
connected and automated driving within the mobil ity system  and to zoom in on
shared automated transport .

TAKEAWAYS

During the high- level  meeting,  the part ic ipating Member States agree to a common
framework in order to take connected and automated driving further in the next
legis lat ive term.  The “Joint Commitments and Call  for Action”  under l ine the need to
intensify the exchange of  v iews and to foster ski l ls  and knowledge  on the proper use
and implementation of  automated transport .  The Member States invite the Commission to
come forward with ambit ious and coherent pol ic ies boosting multimodality,
accelerate the innovation pace and foster the implementation of automated
transport in Europe .  The Member States ask industry to bring use cases to the market
that convincingly contribute to the societal chal lenges ,  in  part icular  regarding road
safety and sustainable ,  inc lusive and affordable transport ,  and to exchange data for
collective learning and building trust  in automated transport solut ions .

Given the t iming of  the event ,  the document and key take aways from the high- level
meeting wi l l  be publ ished on the event webpage and shared with Member States ,
Commission and other interested stakeholders .

NEXT STEPS

The Member States ,  Commission and Industry are cal led upon to take the necessary
fol low-up measures ,  based on the act ions in the “Joint Commitments and Cal l  for  Action” ,
to jointly foster a stable regulatory environment providing trust,  societal
acceptance, inclusiveness and affordabil ity of future mobil ity solutions .

An init iat ive to further joint ly  discuss pol icy and regulatory issues re lated to the
deployment of  automated transport by The Nether lands is  welcomed and wi l l  take off  in
the coming months .

www.vlaanderen.be/en/mobi l i ty/f landers-together- in-motion/high- level -dia logue-on-
connected-and-automated-driving
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